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City of Marshalltown 

Memo 
To:  Mayor and Council  

From: Shari Coughenour, City Clerk 

CC:  City Administrator, City Attorney 

Date: 12/23/2009 

Re:  Iowa Pledge / Our performance 

Attached is the State’s 2009 Tobacco Compliance Data, showing the compliance rates for 2008, 2009 
and specific numbers for 2009 for all of Iowa’s 99 counties. The goal is 100% compliance with the law. 

At a glance, tobacco compliance rates (reporting sales to minors) for our geographic area: 

 Marshall County’s retailers, in 2008, received a complaint grade of 89%. This means 14% of the 
retailers that were checked sold tobacco products to a minor.   

 In 2009, the grade for Marshall County was 69%. A decrease of 22%.   
 In 2009, by retailers in the City of Marshalltown, out of 65 retailers checked, only 44 were 

compliant. Compliant rate: 68%. 
 In 2009, our surrounding counties fared better: Grundy – 83%, Hardin – 85%, Jasper – 93%, 

Story 94%, Tama – 92%.  

The City of Marshalltown, through the Police Department, partners with the State of Iowa to administer and 
oversee enforcement of Iowa’s tobacco laws and education of Iowa’s tobacco retailers through the Iowa Pledge 
Tobacco Education and Enforcement Program. Funding for the Iowa Pledge program is provided by a monetary 
settlement between the state of Iowa and a number of tobacco companies. 

The Police Department conducts compliance checks at all tobacco retail outlets located within the City of 
Marshalltown and reimbursement is made by the Iowa ABD for each check conducted.   Retailers have the 
opportunity to educate their sales clerks to comply with the law and thus avoid the retailer’s civil sanction should 
an illegal sale occur. They may take advantage of this “affirmative defense” provision once every four years. 

While enforcement of Iowa’s tobacco laws is an important goal of the Iowa Pledge program, education of both 
law enforcement and the state’s tobacco retailers is the primary focus of the program. Through a series of program 
initiatives, the Iowa Pledge program has traveled across the state to educate the law enforcement and the retail 
communities, ensuring that tobacco products are not sold to minors and that the state’s tobacco laws are properly 
enforced. Please contact the Division toll-free at 866.IowaABD or e-mail IAPledge@IowaABD.com for 
additional information regarding the Iowa Pledge program. 








